Further, as a result of the Rehabilitation, Comprehensive
Services and Developmental Disabilities Act of 1978 (Re-
habilitation Act Amendments), section 502(b)(7) of the
Rehabilitation Act directs the Board to establish minimum
guidelines and requirements for standards issued by four
other Federal agencies (Department of Defense, United
States Postal Service, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, General Services Administration) under the
Architectural Barriers Act which provides that certain cate-
gories of Federal or Federally funded buildings and faci-
lities are accessible to physically handicapped persons.

The uniform Federal agency 504 regulations require
full program accessibility for program beneficiaries. As
to existing buildings and facilities used in a Federally
assisted program, structural modifications are required
under 504 regulations in the absence of feasible alterna-
tives (e.g., relocation of the program to an accessible
site). As to new construction (i.e., construction begun
after the effective date of the relevant Federal agency's
504- regulation) buildings and facilities used in federally
assisted programs must be barrier free. Until now, adher-
ence to the "American National Standard Specifications for
Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible to, and Usable
by, the Physically Handicapped," published by the American
National Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI A117.11961
(R1971)), or some standard which provides equivalent
access, constituted 504 compliance. See, e.g. , -45 CFR

84.21-84.23.
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